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The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute

Promote evidence-based 

decisions that lead to enhanced 

regional well-being through 

research and information 

provision



The Regional Food Systems Project

Identify opportunities to increase regional 

food production in ways that promote 

economic, social, environmental and cultural 

well-being. 
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Extent and 
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Agricultural 

LandsProperty Data Analysis



Extent and 

Value of 

Agricultural 

Lands

Remote Sensing Analysis



• Longer Frost Free Period (long term only)

• More Growing Degree Days (long and medium)

• Lower climatic moisture deficit (long term only)

• Considerable moisture limitations remain

Agricultural 

Climate 

Trends
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• Plans and Strategies

• Feasibility Studies

• Primary Research

• Best Practices

• Background Reports

• Event and Initiative Summaries

• Food Guides
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Information Needs:

- Advisory Services

- New Farmer 

Training

- Land Use

- Markets

- Land Access

- Climate Change

- Irrigation

- Invasive Weeds 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn_dzl22qlY&feature=youtu.be



• Innovation required to close demand-

supply gap

• Preferred solutions re-purpose or re-

organize existing assets

• Examples exist within and outside the 

region

Innovative 

Solutions to 

Regional 

Challenges



• Community abattoirs

• Accessible commercial kitchens

Processing Solutions



• Shortened supply chains

– CSAs

– Farmers Markets

• Value-based supply chains

– Food Hub

Supply Solutions





• Cooperative and community farms

• Incubator farms

• Farmland access agreements

• Public farmland

• Farmland trusts

Land Access Solutions
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