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In	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
   increase	
  research	
  capacity	
   in	
  the	
  region,	
  the	
  RDI	
  works	
  to	
  foster	
  collabora9ve	
  research	
  
partnerships	
  with	
   Canadian	
   universi9es	
   and	
   na9onal	
   and	
   provincial	
   rural	
   research	
   networks.	
   	
   As	
   the	
  
only	
  college-­‐based	
  Rural	
  Development	
  Ins9tute	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  rural	
  context	
  in	
  Canada,	
  the	
  Columbia	
  Basin	
  
RDI	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  unique	
  posi9on	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  region	
  as	
  a	
  ‘rural	
  research	
  incubator’.	
   	
  The	
  RDI	
  is	
  commiHed	
  
to	
  ensuring	
  knowledge	
  is	
  transferred	
  into	
  the	
  region	
  and	
  community	
  capacity	
  to	
  use	
  this	
  informa9on	
  is	
  
built	
  in	
  the	
  process.	
  	
  The	
  RDI	
  is	
  currently	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Bri9sh	
  Columbia	
  Sauder	
  School	
  
of	
   Business	
   to	
   br ing	
   their	
   Rural	
   Community	
   Learning	
   In i9a9ve	
   to	
   the	
   region.	
  
hHp://isis.sauder.ubc.ca/programs/ruralcommunity-­‐learning-­‐ini9a9ve/	
   	
   The	
   RDI	
   is	
   suppor9ng	
   the	
  
na9onal	
  regional	
  development	
  research	
  partnership.	
   	
  The	
  Kootenay	
  region	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  five	
  regional	
  case	
  
studies	
  under	
  inves9ga9on.	
  hHp://cdnregdev.wordpress.com/	
  	
  The	
  RDI	
  is	
  also	
  listed	
  as	
  a	
  co-­‐inves9gator	
  
in	
  a	
  $4.1	
  million	
  na9onal	
  research	
  partnership	
  grant	
  applica9on	
  to	
  the	
  Social	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Humani9es	
  
Research	
   Council	
   of	
   Canada	
   aimed	
   at	
   beHer	
   understanding	
   implementa9on	
   of	
   sustainability	
   plans	
   in	
  
rural	
  communi9es.	
  
___________________________________________________________________	
  
The	
  RDI	
  website	
   (www.cbrdi.ca)	
   is	
   an	
   online	
   clearinghouse	
   for	
   research	
   and	
   related	
   analysis	
   in	
   the	
  
region.	
   	
   The	
  website	
   features	
   profiles	
   of	
   rural	
   innovators	
   and	
   ongoing	
   trends	
   analyses	
   focused	
   on	
  
providing	
   an	
   easy	
   to	
   understand	
   interpreta9on	
   of	
   State	
   of	
   the	
   Basin	
   indicators	
   (economic,	
   social,	
  
cultural,	
  &	
  environmental).	
   	
  The	
  website	
  also	
  provides	
  updates	
  and	
  resul9ng	
  research	
   from	
  RDI-­‐led	
  
and	
  RDI-­‐in	
   partnership	
   research	
   projects	
  which	
   aim	
   to	
   address	
   iden9fied	
   regional	
   and	
   sub-­‐regional	
  
research	
  needs.	
   	
  A	
  robust,	
  searchable	
  resources	
  sec9on	
  provides	
  access	
  to	
  current	
  economic,	
  social,	
  
cultural	
  and	
  environmental	
  plans	
  and	
  research,	
  allowing	
  for	
  an	
  accessible	
  one-­‐stop	
  shop	
  of	
  regional	
  
and	
  community-­‐level	
  research	
  and	
  sta9s9cal	
  data.	
  	
  Best	
  prac9ce	
  tools	
  and	
  lessons	
  learned	
  from	
  other	
  
rural	
   jurisdic9ons	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  available	
   in	
   the	
   resources	
  sec9on.	
   	
  The	
  State	
  of	
   the	
  Basin	
  and	
  Digital	
  
Basin	
  portal	
  can	
  be	
  accessed	
  through	
  the	
  RDI	
  website.	
  
___________________________________________________________________	
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MAPPING	
  SOCIAL	
  
INNOVATION	
  &	
  
NETWORKS	
  

Social	
  Network	
  Analysis	
   (SNA)	
   is	
   focused	
  on	
  mapping	
  and	
  measuring	
  rela9onships	
  and	
  flows	
  between	
  
people	
   and	
   groups.	
   	
   An	
   analysis	
   of	
   social	
   networks	
   allows	
   for	
   the	
   iden9fica9on	
   of	
   and	
   an	
   enhanced	
  
understanding	
  of	
  communi9es	
  of	
  prac9ce,	
  cliques,	
  isola9on,	
  barriers	
  and	
  opportuni9es	
  for	
  innova9on.	
  	
  
Similar	
   to	
   the	
   geospa9al	
   layering	
   approach	
   envisioned	
   for	
   the	
   Digital	
   Basin	
   project,	
   social	
   networks	
  
within	
  the	
  Basin	
  will	
  be	
  mapped	
  according.	
   	
  The	
  first	
  phase	
  of	
  SNA	
  within	
  the	
  Basin	
  will	
   	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  
non-­‐profit	
   social	
   sector.	
   	
   Research	
  will	
   aim	
   to	
   iden9fy	
   key	
   stakeholders/organiza9ons,	
   connec9ons	
  &	
  
pockets	
   of	
   isola9on,	
   nodes	
   of	
   innova9on	
   and	
   opportuni9es	
   for	
   knowledge	
   transfer.	
   	
   This	
   research	
  
ini9a9ve	
  will	
  ul9mately	
  support	
  a	
  beHer	
  understanding	
  of	
   the	
  social	
  sector	
   landscape	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  
key	
   stakeholders,	
   the	
   strength	
   of	
   their	
   rela9onships,	
   barriers	
   to	
   knowledge	
   and	
   innova9on,	
   and	
   the	
  
plans	
  /	
  indicators	
  already	
  in	
  place	
  to	
  support	
  local	
  data	
  collec9on.	
   	
  Findings	
  will	
  inform	
  future	
  State	
  of	
  
the	
  Basin	
  development.	
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