
We know life here is good. But how good is it?
Let’s find out more about our region...

2013 State of the Basin
S N A P S H OT  R E P O RT

The State of the Basin is a Rural Development Institute (RDI) initiative that monitors and reports 
on information relating to the well-being of the Columbia Basin Boundary region.  The 2013 
State of the Basin Snapshot Report provides an abridged version of State of the Basin research 
findings. For more information visit www.cbrdi.ca.

STATE OF THE BASIN AT A GLANCE
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Our region experienced job growth for the second year in 
a row

Seniors are expected to comprise 25% of the region’s 
population over the next 10 years

86% of residents believe the water from their tap is safe 
to drink

79% of dwellings are occupied by those who reside here at 
least 6 months a year

The population of 19-24 years olds has declined by 23% in 
the last 2 years

Most School Districts have experienced decreased 
enrollment over the last five years

Over 4,000 residents visited a food bank in March 2012

Half of our residents volunteer

1 in 3 residents say that the culture in our region is a 
significant reason why they live here

1 in 4 residents have volunteered for a cultural initiative 
over the past year

There are 62 Historic Places and 37 museums in our region

92% of residents feel that spending time outside is 
important to their quality of life

Consumptive water use has dropped 13.5% since 2009
 
 
Precipitation patterns are becoming more extreme
 
The area being farmed decreased by 18.6% over the last  
decade 
 
There are 114 invasive plant species in our region
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STATE OF THE BASIN AT A GLANCE AND THE LONG REPORT 
Indicator research is ongoing for each of the thematic areas. This report provides a snapshot of what RDI researchers have learned to date about the state of well-
being in our region’s environment, economy, culture and society.   The 2013 State of the Basin Long Report (find it at cbrdi.ca) provides in-depth discussion of the data 
snapshots that are highlighted here, including technical detail on data sources and methods of analysis. 

THE BASIN BOUNDARY REGION AND TRADING CORRIDORS
The Basin Boundary region encompasses over 8.6 million hectares of land in southeastern British Columbia. It includes the Regional Districts of Kootenay Boundary, 
Central Kootenay, and East Kootenay, as well as the Village of Valemount and a portion of the Columbia Shuswap Regional District.    

DATA KEY
This Snapshot Report draws from a number of data sources to better understand current 
conditions, trends over time, and perceptions of residents and businesses.  The following 
Data Key will help you navigate which data points address current conditions, trends and 
perceptions.
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THE ECONOMIC RESEARCH PILLAR
The Basin Boundary economy faces a diverse set of issues—some that are shared with other rural regions and some that are unique 
to this area. Those issues involve several factors, from jobs, to production, to the built environments that enable economic activity.  
The RDI’s economic research pillar includes the themes: workforce, infrastructure, sectors and business climate, and housing. 

THE VALUE OF ECONOMIC DATA
Economic data supports local organizations in their efforts to build a resilient and inclusive economy. For example, information 
on workforce training can help educational institutions better orient their programming to the needs of the community, and 
transportation statistics can help tourism-dependent communities prepare for potential shifts in visitation. 

THE SOCIAL RESEARCH PILLAR
The social themes being examined through State of the Basin research include population information, education levels and learning, 
civic engagement, safety, and wellness.  The analysis of social data helps us understand the issues that are both strengthening and 
challenging residents and communities.  In combination with environmental, economic and cultural information, the RDI is using 
social information to build a vivid picture of the reality of life in our communities.

THE VALUE OF SOCIAL DATA
Social indicators are specifically chosen and examined for their value in providing information about social conditions. The feedback 
derived from social indicators can assist communities and policy makers in assessing the value of existing social strategies and 
inform effective planning and action for the future.

THE CULTURAL RESEARCH PILLAR
Culture is multi-faceted, embracing a diversity of aspects that describe and shape the way of life and quality of life of people. RDI’s 
cultural well-being research includes four main themes: arts, heritage, culture, and recreation. Work in 2013 to develop this pillar 
includes a literature review, inventory and mapping, scan of data, perception poll, and engagement with the cultural sector.

THE VALUE OF CULTURAL DATA
Cultural indicators are valuable tools for learning and change, monitoring and evaluating policies and programs, and for strategic 
and advocacy purposes. The field is evolving, and the many uses and approaches, multiple dimensions, and variety of participants 
make it complex. RDI seeks to develop a ‘made in the Basin Boundary’ approach based on the needs and interests of the region.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH PILLAR
The diverse natural landscapes of the Basin Boundary region are a defining feature of this area, contributing to the forces that 
determine our culture, economy and society. RDI’s research for this pillar investigates current conditions and the human activities 
that affect environmental well-being. State of the Basin environmental themes include air, climate, water, land, food, and biodiversity.  

THE VALUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DATA
Environmental data can identify trends that are positive, or highlight areas that need improvement. It can help prioritize issues 
that need our attention, contribute to our understanding of the effectiveness of environmental initiatives, or allow us to identify 
achievements that should be celebrated. 
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BUSINESS CLIMATE & SECTORS

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

Our region experienced job 
growth for the 2nd year in a 
row, with new jobs created last year, the 3rd 

highest job creation rate in BC
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Over the last 5 years, our growth sectors created 7,500 jobs 
but these gains were off-set by job losses primarily in the 
manufacturing sector for a net loss of 1,900 jobs
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Consumer confidence is low with only 
15% of residents feeling adequately 
secure to make a major purchase

Residents believe the top industries in our region are:

54% of businesses rate our business climate as poor or fair 
and 38% rate our business climate as good or excellent

Nearly 1/3 of 
businesses plan to 
expand within the 
next 18 months  
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WORKFORCE

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

Seniors will represent 1/4 of the region’s 
population within the next 10 years 
compared to 1/5 at the provincial 
level 

Our region experienced a 23% decrease in 19-24 year old 
residents over the last 2 years

The education level of our workforce has improved over the last 5 
years even though we experienced a significant decline in 
the ‘skilled’ labour force last year (1,700 jobs)

Our region now has the lowest unemployment rate experienced 
since 2008 at 7.3%, but that’s still higher than the provincial 
rate of 6.7%

Unemployment rate in rural BC Development Regions

72% of businesses believe their wages are competitive 
with others in the region but only 35% of residents feel 
their wage or salary is sufficient compensation  

43% of businesses are experiencing 
labour force recruitment challenges 
today and 48% are anticipating 
future challenges while only 
16% of residents believe there are 
sufficient job opportunities available
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INFRASTRUCTURE & HOUSING

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

Home ownership is more affordable in our region compared to the BC 
average 

79% of dwellings are occupied by those who reside here for at 
least 6 months of the year, down from 83% five years ago

The Boundary Corridor has the highest 
percentage of single family homes in its 
housing stock while the Elk Valley has 
the lowest

The area served by transit is highest in the West Kootenay 
corridor and lowest in the northern parts of the region

of residents believe the water from 
their tap is safe to drink

2011

Traffic volumes are increasing at an average rate of 1% per year. 
Crowsnest Pass is seeing the greatest increase and 
Radium Hot Springs is seeing the greatest decrease
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DEMOGRAPHICS

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

of our population lives in the West Kootenay 
Corridor, our most populated area

There is nearly an 18 year difference in median age between the 
Kettle Valley Area (60) and Elkford (38) 

Out-migration of young adults appears to be happening 
earlier 

The Columbia Valley and Revelstoke Corridors have seen the greatest 
population decline over the last 5 years 
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There are 1/3 more seniors (60+) than youth (-19) in our region
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EDUCATION & LEARNING

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

Our 109 public schools serve 20,516 learners

Enrollment has decreased over the last 5 years in all but 1 of our 
7 School Districts 

65% of businesses report needing training and 
professional development support

55% of residents believe there are a range of lifelong learning 
opportunities available in their community, 15% do not 
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Boundary and Arrow Lakes School Districts continue 
to experience the highest high school completion rates 

SIX YEAR HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION RATE BY DISTRICT, 2006-2012 (%)

District 2007-
2008

2008-
2009

2009-
2010

2010-
2011

2011-
2012

% 
change 
2006-
2012

Southest Kootenay 
School District 84.2 74.2 80.8 75 76.9 -8.7%

Kootenay Lake 
School District 75.5 77.8 74 76 78.5 4.0%

Kootenay-Columbia 
School District 78.7 82.8 83.9 80.1 77.4 -1.7%

Rocky Mountain 
School District 85.7 78 79.3 81.3 78.8 -8.1%

Revelstoke School 
District 80.2 88.2 97.9 87.4 88.4 10.2%

Arrow Lakes School 
District 75.1 84.5 88.1 93.7 92.2 22.8%

Boundary School 
District 84 83.8 85.4 94.2 93.7 11.5%

B.C. 78.8 79.2 79.7 81 81.8 3.8%
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WELLNESS, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & SAFETY

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

We have 21 Health Centres and 10 Hospitals operating in 
our region and 87% of residents report they have a regular 
medical doctor 

Over 4,000 individuals 
visited a food bank in 
the Columbia Basin in 

March 2012

Half of our residents agree our communities are supportive of 
vulnerable residents such as elders, young children, and people with 
disabilities. 15% do not agree.

Half of our residents volunteered last year

89% of residents report feeling safe in their community and 
86% report a positive sense of well-being

Our average personal income is $37,954
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ARTS, CULTURE, HERITAGE & RECREATION

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

63% of businesses believe our high quality cultural and 
recreational amenities are important business climate assets

61% of residents believe arts 
and cultural activities are important to 
the quality of life in their community

Over 60 languages are spoken across the region, but the 
vast majority of residents (97%) speak English most often at 
home

Our region’s municipalities spend about 11% of their total 
budget on parks, recreation and culture and this amount has 
been increasing over time

68% of residents believe they are in good physical shape and only 
13% do not

Almost all of us (92%) believe that spending time outside is an 
important part of our quality of life and 3% do not
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CULTURAL ASSET MAPPING

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

The RDI is beginning to map our region’s cultural assets in an 
effort to support informed decision-making.  This research is an 
important starting place as it helps to create an understanding 
of the cultural landscape, the key players and networks, gaps 
and overlaps. 

With further engagement we seek to learn more about cultural 
scans, inventories, and mapping efforts that have been 
completed or are underway. Our goal is to pull this research 
together on a regional scale, to map our cultural assets, and 
to keep this inventory up to date in partnership with Basin 
Boundary communities.

This Invermere and Area Cultural Assets Map is included as an 
example of a ‘Community Cultural Assets Map’.  The RDI team 
looks forward to evolving this initiative based on feedback from 
community partners.
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WATER, AIR & CLIMATE

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

All Basin Boundary air quality monitoring sites met provincial 
objectives for fine particulate matter in 2012 

The amount of water we use 
is roughly 140% of the BC 
average.  The good news is 
our consumption dropped 
13.5% since 2009

From 1985 to 2005 our glaciers receded by 14%, higher 
than the Western Canada average of 11%

The amount of rain falling 
during extreme rain events is 
increasing, and roughly half of 
residents are recognizing an 
increase in extreme weather 
trends

Greenhouse gas emissions from energy use in 
buildings have decreased but those related to on-road 
transportation and solid waste have increased, similar to 
BC trends 
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LAND & FOOD

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

The area being farmed decreased by 18.6% over the last decade 
and the average age of farmers (57) continues to increase as 
they get closer to retirement

13% of our land base is protected by provincial or national parks 
but only 1% of our lowest elevation areas are protected, 
compared to 25% of our highest elevation ‘rock and ice’ 
areas

Perceptions around the need for more protected areas are 
mixed. 42% of residents believe we should protect more lands, 26% 
believe we should not, and 32% are not sure

24 of our 28 municipalities have had wildfires within 2km of 
their boundaries in the past century but only 47% of residents 
feel that wildfires are a threat to their community 

75% of residents prefer to buy food that is grown locally
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BIODIVERSITY

State of the Basin Report 2013 www.cbrdi.ca

There are 151 species that are red listed in our region including:

14 potentially extirpated species (not including the 
steelhead, sockeye and chinook salmon whose range 
historically included our region), 79 species unique to the 
region, 13 birds, 8 mammals, 4 fish, and 3 amphibians 

There are at least 12 species of non-native fish in our waterways, 
ranging from species that are stocked for recreational 
fisheries (brook trout) to predatory fish that are recent 
invaders (northern pike)

68% of residents believe they have a good 
understanding of important environmental issues like water 
quality, climate change, and invasive species

Successful recovery efforts are underway for many red listed 
species ranging from habitat protection to captive 
breeding programs and reintroductions

There are 114 species of invasive plants 
in our region
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State of the Basin findings have been developed by a team of qualified researchers. A variety of 
data sets were used to develop indicator findings and as such community groupings may vary 
from  indicator to indicator. In some cases community-specific data is not available. State of the 

Basin research should not be considered to be a complete analysis and we make no warranty as to 
the quality, accuracy or completeness of the data. Neither the Columbia Basin Rural Development 

Institute, Selkirk College or Columbia Basin Trust will be liable for any direct or indirect loss 
resulting from the use of or reliance on this data. The user assumes all risk in using or relying on 

this data. 

For more information on the State of the Basin or the RDI visit www.cbrdi.ca.



Subscribe
to the RDI e-newsletter 
at www.cbrdi.ca 

RDI Region
The RDI is a regional centre of excellence in applied research and 

information provision focused on strengthening rural communities in the 
Columbia Basin Boundary region.
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2013State of the Basin
and beyond
We know we live in a great place and we want to continue to 
make it better.  To do so we need the facts.

To provide us with the information we need, the RDI will 
continue to evolve its approach to monitoring and reporting 
on information relating to well-being in the Columbia Basin 
Boundary region.  

Inspired by best practices in well-being indicator initiatives, the 
RDI and Selkirk Geospatial Research Centre (SGRC) teams are 
developing an online platform that will allow users to easily 
explore State of the Basin indicators alongside related economic, 
social, cultural, and environmental assets.  

For more information on the State of the Basin, to provide 
feedback or to access data visit www.cbrdi.ca.

We Need Your Input
Visit www.cbrdi.ca to complete our survey and 
help shape future State of the Basin research.




